Living Theology Friends23
June 25, 2006
Impostors of Christianity VIII
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.

Today I want to continue with the theme that there are some attributes of the Christian faith that are essential for real Christianity.  To recognize an impostor we must first know the real.  So far we have insisted upon the following for real Christianity:

1.) Jesus is and was God.  He did not become a god by living a “good” life.

2.) Jesus lived a perfect sinless life.  His sinlessness could then be put into the account of His chosen people.
3.) Jesus physically died on the cross and on that cross the sins of His chosen people were put into His account so that He specifically died for those sins.

4.) Jesus was physically resurrected from the dead as proof of the above.  The resulting double imputation (item 2 and 3) allows for my salvation from the wrath of God.

5.) We worship one God (Trinity concept).

6.) The Holy Spirit is a “He” and an equal part of the Trinity with the Father and the Son.

7.) We must insist upon the real gospel message as revealed in the Bible, which is our only source for the Word of God as revealed to His children.
8.) Beware of false apostles.

9.) Beware of false brethren.

My hope is that you will all discuss these topics with your brothers and sisters in the Family of God.  If you do not have someone with whom you can discuss topics in Christianity please do find someone soon.  If you know someone that you would like to be receiving these letters so that you can have discussions please send me their email address and I will start sending them the letters (lccombs@mindspring.com). 
Today I want to complete this discussion series by talking about some topics that occur in the congregation of believers that do not qualify as false Christianity but that do cause problems in local congregations.

I think that I have told you before of the concept of “pernts”.  A pernt is an ill-defined point, not a Southerner trying to say “point”!  An ill-defined point means that the point has a “fuzzy” boundary and in our applications to Christianity I mean that a pernt is something in the realm of our Family of God that does not (or should not) cause a division among the brothers and sisters.  In reality I am sure that most people with some church experience will know that most “church” problems arise from things like the color of the carpet, where to put the cross or if to have a cross, etc.  What I would hope is that we will learn to quickly recognize points from pernts and stay in fellowship with those people with whom we disagree on some pernts.  The issues we have been discussing and the first seven concepts that are itemized above are points and we cannot have Christian fellowship with people who do not accept those points.  Below are some pernts that I took from one of my articles: http://livingtheology.com/Christians%20Beating%20Up%20Christians.doc 
· Whether or not the pastor wears a robe.  Certainly there are some very good reasons for the pastor wearing a robe to show dignity and respect for the office of pastor and to help set the mood for the congregation in coming before the Holy God for worship.  But surely this is not a point to cause separation between Christians.

· The color of the carpet!  Many arguments have resulted from such an issue in some congregations, but we must admit that this is indeed a pernt.

· When Jesus will come again is something that even Jesus Himself said that He did not know so certainly we cannot know when that wonderful event will occur.  I think it is fruitless to spend any time on the issue of the “end times”.  As followers of Jesus Christ we should spend all of our time studying the Word of God and applying it to our lives.  
· Personally I think that we could now put as a pernt whether one drinks a small amount of wine or not.  Many people, including my wife and me, have decided not to partake of any alcoholic beverage at all.  But many Christians do drink wine with their meals and the Bible does not prohibit such activity.  For the reason of offending a weaker brother or sister, for a witness, and to protest the widespread alcohol problem in the world are reasons that Carol and I have decided not to drink alcohol at all.  However, we do not have this issue as a Point and we can freely have Christian fellowship with those Christians who do drink alcohol with a meal.  We also ask that those who do drink will respect our position.  
We must respect each New Testament temple:

1Cor 3:16 “Do you not know that you are a temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?”

Our Lord never compromised the Truth and neither should we.  God is Holy, Holy, Holy and we must strive for the same holiness in our walk in the world as His children.  Know the truth and be wary of the impostors.  
Have a great week.

